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A critical view on the aesthetics of nuclear disaster, its glow and violence

Radioactivity is invisible, yet popular culture insists on making
it shine. From glowing objects and luminous bodies to contami-
nated landscapes and spectacular scenes of disaster,images of
radioactive pollution have shaped how nuclear power is imag-
ined, feared, desired and remembered.

Drawing on her doctoral research, Fannie Frederikke Baden pre-
sents Nuclear Baroque a scholarly monograph investigating the
history of nuclear visual culture and how these images influence
our understanding of radioactivity, disaster and a nuclear future.
Today, many scholars argue that we are situated within a
»Nuclear Renaissance«: a moment of renewed optimism about
nuclear power as a possible solution to the climate crisis and
energy insecurity. Baden, however, argues that popular visual
culture tells a markedly different story. Rather than celebrating
technological progress and energy utopia, it repeatedly returns
to images of life next to disaster: pollution, mutation, ruin and
tragedy. The nuclear glow, in this context, turns from a sign of
technological and political promise into an exaggerated remin-
der of nuclear destruction.

Baden describes this visual language as »Nuclear Baroque«: a
world of fantasy, spectacle, and excess in which the consequen-
ces of nuclear disaster become absurdly »sensible«. Such repre-
sentations can make catastrophe appear both distant and un-
real, and potentially obscure the environmental and
technoscientific realities of nuclear power.

How does this nuclear visual culture actively build and re-build
our contemporary understanding of nuclear energy? And what

Please note:

These photographs have been cleared for worldwide print and
electronic reproduction exclusively in the context of reviews of
the book. Print media: A maximum of 3 images plus the cover
may be used in total. Images may not be cropped or used on the
cover.Online media: Up to 11images may be used in a gallery.

aesthetic experience occurs when we encounter beautifully
made devastation?

While nuclear science and policy shape the future of nuclear
energy at an institutional level, Baden examines how popular
visual culture influences its perception within wider society; how
images of spectacle, catastrophe and beauty influence the ways
in which nuclear power is imagined and understood beyond the
realms of scientific and political discourse.

Fannie Frederikke Baden is a researcher in visual culture with a
PhDin Art History and Visual Studies from Lund University, Swe-
den.Her research explores the aesthetics of nuclear culture, with
a particular focus on how popular visual media shape the ways
nuclear power is imagined, understood, and even made to ap-
pear sensible.
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