
A note in a workshop log proves that at the latest in March 1914,
Oskar Barnack put the finishing touches on the first working
model of a compact camera for 35 mm standard cinema film. He
had not merely invented a new camera – the Leica (= Leitz/ca-
mera), not introduced until 1925 due to the war, in fact ushered
in a paradigm shift in photography. The Leica made it easier for
amateurs, newcomers, and emancipated women to take pictu-
res, but, more than that, it also enabled a whole new way of se-
eing things – a faster, more dynamic view of the world from new
angles. Just in time to mark a milestone birthday of the legen-
dary compact camera, and for the first time in this thematic bre-
adth, this volume with about 1,000 images offers a wide artis-
tic and cultural history of the Leica from the 1920s to the pre-
sent day.
Essays by international authors examine topics including the
technical genesis of the Leica, its influence on photojournalism,
and its significance for a wide variety of avant-garde currents in
art photography. Heretofore unpublished documents from the
archives of the Leica Camera AG round off this multifaceted 100-
year cultural chronicle.
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Please note:
These photographs have been copyright cleared for worldwi-
de print and electronic reproduction in the context of reviews
of the books only. 
No more than THREE photographs plus the cover image from
the selection can be used in total – they are not to be used on
the cover or cropped.

Richly illustrated artistic and cultural history of Leica based on about 1,000 works and first published archive material



1. Oskar Barnack: Wetzlar Eisenmarkt, 1913 © Leica Camera AG 2. Ernst Leitz: New York II, 1914 © Leica Camera AG

3. Oskar Barnack: Flut in Wetzlar, 1920 © Leica Camera AG 4. Ilse Bing: Selbstporträt in Spiegeln, 1931 © Estate of Ilse Bing

5. Heinrich Heidersberger: Laederstraede, Kopenhagen 1935 
© Institut Heidersberger

6. Alfred Eisenstaedt: VJ Day, Times Square, NY, 14. August 1945 
© Alfred Eisenstaedt
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7. Franz Hubmann: Stammgast im Café Hawelka, Wien 1956/57 
© Franz Hubmann / Archiv Franz Hubmann/Imagno

9. Robert Lebeck: Der gestohlene Degen, Belgisch Kongo, Leopoldville, 1960 
© Cordula Lebeck

10. Christer Strömholm. Nana, Place Blanche, Paris 1961. 
© Christer Strömholm/Strömholm Estate

8. F.C. Gundlach, Modereportage für Nino, Hamburger Hafen 1958 
© F.C. Gundlach

11. Jeffrey Silverthorne: Rosa with lipstick, Tex Mex, 1986
© Jeffrey Silverthorne

12. Claude Dityvon: »L'homme à la chaise« [Der Mann auf dem Stuhl], 
Bd. St. Michel, 24. Mai 1968 © Chris Dityvon



13. Fred Herzog: Man with Bandage, 1968
© Fred Herzog,  Courtesy of Equinox Gallery, Vancouver

14. Nick Út: The Associated Press, Napalm-Angriff in Vietnam, 1972 
© Nick Út/AP/dpa, Courtesy Skrein Photo Collection

15. Wilfried Bauer, Aus der Serie »Hongkong«, 1985, ursprünglich erschienen
im FAZ-Magazin # 307 vom 17.01.1986 
© Nachlass Wilfried Bauer/Stiftung F.C. Gundlach

16. Jeff Mermelstein: Sidewalk, 1995 
© Jeff Mermelstein

17. Michael von Graffenried: aus dem Zyklus »Nackt im Paradies«, Thielle
(Schweiz), 1998 © Michael von Graffenried

18. Bruce Gilden: ohne Titel, aus dem Zyklus „GO“, 2001 
© Bruce Gilden /Magnum Photos



19.  Hans Silvester: Stahlgerüstmontage, ca. Ende der 1950er Jahre © Hans
Silvester / Agentur Focus

20. Julia Baier, aus der Serie »Geschwebe«, 2014. © Julia Baier

21. Leica Anzeigenmotiv von Ludwig Hohlwein, 1926 
(erschienen in »Die Reklame«, Berlin 1926). © Leica Camera AG 

22. Ur-Leica von 1914 © Leica Camera AG


