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Absalon Kirkeby’s work with photography functions as an en-
gine to deepen and experiment with the relationship between
the photographic and the outside world and to develop ever
new visual registers. His work is shifting between “documen-
tary” photography and digitally manipulated photos. With his
practice, he helps to continue to challenge and expand the phe-
nomenology and ethics of photography. 

In This Is the Time, Kirkeby’s work is divided into 21 chapters,
each containing 14 images, with titles descriptive of stages in
life and emotions towards the ethereal to the more material
aspects of the human world: This Is the Ground, Blood Pressure,
This Is Doubt, This Is Magic, Far from Event, This Is the Truth, Try-
ing to Forget, This Is the Issue, This Is Noisy, This Is Fantasy, This
Is Speed, Fucking Rules, This Is the Wall, This Is Love, Chaotic Or-
der, This Is the Garden, This Is the Hidden, Neglecting Death,
This Is the Sorrow,To Be Forgotten and This Is Life.
The morphology between works leads you through the book
and its myriad of narratives. This Is the Time is a landmark of a
book with its own logic iconic to Kirkeby.

Absalon Kirkeby (b. 1983) is a Danish artist who lives and works
in Copenhagen. Kirkeby graduated from The Royal Danish Acad-
emy of Fine Arts, Goldsmiths College and Zürcher Hochschule
der Künste. Recent solo exhibitions include Andersen’s Contem-
porary, Vandrehallen, Roos Showroom and CCA Andratx. Recent
group exhibitions include Bianca D’Alessandro, Cucina, Gam-
melgaard, Carl Koystal, The Hand and Den Frie – Center of Con-
temporary Art. Kirkeby’s work is included in the collections of
Banco de Espana, The National Museum of Photography and

The Danish Arts Foundation. Previous publications by Kirkeby
include Still Fantasy (2022), Small Guide (2020), Air Craft Art
(2015), Feriemodel (2015), Palm (2012), and Pseudo (2009).
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A landmark of a book with its own logic iconic to the renowned Danish artist
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01_This Is the Ground V, Figur (streger), Billedehuggerhaven, 2012
© Absalon Kirkeby

02_This Is the Ground VII, Sort Materie, 2010
© Absalon Kirkeby

03_ Blood Pressure IV, Spain, 2016
© Absalon Kirkeby

04_Blood Pressure XI, Broder 2, Greenland, 2017
© Absalon Kirkeby

05_This Is Doubt IX, Nothing Compares, 2014
© Absalon Kirkeby

06_This Is Magic XIII, Måløv, 2018
© Absalon Kirkeby
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07_Trying to Forget XI, 2017
© Absalon Kirkeby

09_This Is the Garden XIII, Rotten 2, Måløv, 2017
© Absalon Kirkeby

10_This Is the Sorrow V, Albenga, 2015
© Absalon Kirkeby

08_This Is Love I, Urhane Dale, 2015
© Absalon Kirkeby

11_To Be Forgotten IV, Hvide Sande, 2017
© Absalon Kirkeby

12_This Is Life V, FOD, Sweden, 2008
© Absalon Kirkeby


