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Photographer Ara Oshagan and author Krikor Beledian grew up
in Beirut's Armenian communi-ties formed by refugees and sur-
vivors of genocide. They came of age in families and streets
fraught with the collective memory of extreme violence and dis-
possession. Both left Beirut decades ago and now return, carrying
their own histories of displacement, to immerse them-selves in
its fractured urbanscape.
Oshagan wades through the spaces and narrow neighborhoods
of his past to create dark and lyrical photographs that straddle
the line between documentary and narrative: an attempt to ar-
ticulate his own ambiguous relationship to place and history.
While Beledian, the preeminent author of the Armenian diaspo-
ra, drawing from his decades-long research and several novels
about these communities, pens an original and poetic semi-au-
tobiographical text based on his own youth in the same spaces.
Set in Beirut's dense Armenian neighborhoods of Bourj Ham-
moud, displaced brings these two symbiotic and deeply personal
works of literature and photography together: a unique collabo-
ration interrogating diasporic identity, multi-generational dis-
placement, and the ambiguities of narrative.

Excerpt from the text by Krikor Beledian:
Down from The Hill, beyond the river, is Giligia, as you call it. Nor
Sis, Nor Adana, Nor Marash, Nor Amanos, Nor Tomarza, Nor
Yozghat2—you rattle them off in a single breath. Giligia lives
again, right here—who knows until when?—in its legendary
names. The bridge is its official gate. But in the summer or during
autumn days, all of you prefer the alternate route. 

When you descend The Hill, you enter directly the shallow flow
from the tree-lined street that edges the river. 

Ara Oshagan (b. 1964) is an image-based multi-disciplinary artist,
who is interested in disrupted and marginalized communities
and identity. Oshagan has published two books of photography
and created multiple critically-acclaimed public art installations,
projects and exhibitions. His work has been exhibited worldwide
and presented at the International Center of Photography, New
York, TEDx Yerevan, among others. displaced is the third canto of
a trilogy of work by Oshagan about diaspora.

Krikor Beledian (b. 1945) born in Beirut, Lebanon, is widely re-
garded as the most important poet writing in Western Armen-
ian. A prolific novelist, essayist, and literary critic, he is the author
of more than 30 volumes that have been published in the Middle
East, Europe, Armenia, and the United States. He now lives in
Paris. displaced is the first major literary work by Krikor Beledian
to appear in English.

Photographic & literary work on the Armenian diaspora in Beirut

Please note: These photographs have been copyright cleared
for worldwide print and electronic reproduction in the context
of reviews of the books only. 
Print media: No more than THREE photographs plus the cover
image from the selection can be used in total – they are not
to be used on the cover or cropped. Online media may use a
total of TWELVE images in a gallery.
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01 Nor Marash, 2018 © Ara Oshagan 02 Nor Marash, 2018 © Ara Oshagan

03 Bourj Hammoud Armenian Cemetery, Dekwaneh, 2014
© Ara Oshagan

04 Mesekin Armenian Center, Nor Amanos, 2017 © Ara Oshagan

05 New Year’s Eve, Sarkissian family, Nor Sis, 2013 © Ara Oshagan 06 Sanjak Camp, Bourj Hammoud, 2013 © Ara Oshagan
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07 Antar, a former militia member, Nor Marash, 2018 © Ara Oshagan

09 American University of Beirut, Beirut, 2014 © Ara Oshagan 10 Easter procession, St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church, Nor Sis, 2018
© Ara Oshagan

08 Kazezian family, Nor Marash, 2017 © Ara Oshagan

11 Nor Marash, 2018 © Ara Oshagan 12 Debligossian family, Nor Marash, 2018 © Ara Oshagan


