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Survival strategies and scenes of everyday life in the northernmost regions of Russia

Time and again, Beat Schweizer travels to the extreme north of
Russia.The theme of isolation has preoccupied the photographer
for many years now. What is life like in the northernmost cities
and settlements in the world?

Beat Schweizer’s three-part series of works provides surprising
answers to these questions. It tells of extreme living conditions,
but also of the beauty of normality and the desire for freedom.
Norilsk, the city of superlatives: The mining town is not only the
world’s most northern city, but also the most polluted. With its
well-paid jobs, it offers its 175,000 residents the prospect of pros-
perity. In stark contrast, only a few hundred people find work in
Dikson which for eighty-two days sinks into the polar night.
Teriberka at the Barents Sea is the third settlement whose struc-
tures and inhabitants Beat Schweizer documented within the
frameworks of his long-term project.

»Beat Schweizer’s three-part documentary is a warm-hearted sur-
vey of special living conditions and how these are dealt with. His
long-term project presents us with forms of existence which, be-
yond the anecdotal, provide profound insight into human

life. With his systematic view, he brings out the general in the in-
dividual and the individual in the general, but also reveals a keen
eye for comedy, tragedy and absurdity - a finely-tuned sensorium
forthe anomalies of everyday life. He registers the elemental with
a sobriety that often leads back to the poetic or even the fantas-
tic.«

—from the text by Sascha Renner

Beat Schweizer was born 1982 in Bern, Switzerland, where he
grew up. After working several odd jobs, he was employed by
the Archaeological Services where he came in contact with pho-
tography. In 2003 he started his apprenticeship as a photogra-
pher and received his diploma in 2007. From 2008 until 2009 he
worked for a Swiss daily newspaper. Since 2009 he has been
working as a freelance photographer focusing on editorial and
corporate photography. Meanwhile he followed his personal
projects, which took him to Kosovo, Ukraine and Russiaamongst
others. His work has been exhibited in Switzerland, France and
Great Britain.

Exhibitions

Anzeichen der Verldsslichkeit

Coalmine — Forum fiir Dokumentarfotografie,
Winterthur, Switzerland

19.10.—21.12. 2018

Mikhailovna Called
FOCALE galerie - librairie, Nyon, France
17.03.— 05.05.2019

VERLAG



KEHR3R

Press images

1 Teriberka 2 Compote, Teriberka
© Beat Schweizer © Beat Schweizer

3 Boiler, Teriberka 4 Vladimir Vladimirovich, Teriberka
© Beat Schweizer © Beat Schweizer

5 School, Dikson 6 gth of May Il, Dikson
© Beat Schweizer © Beat Schweizer

VERLAG



KEHR3R
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