
Union is a series of photographs made in the trade union offi-
ces of fourteen different countries around the world. Taken over
a four year period defined by increased worker insecurity and
changing work practices, this body of work is a response to the
current recession and its impact upon the working landscape.
The constant threat of redundancy, a move towards working
from home, the role of gender inequality and the role of deci-
sion makers within the Union movement are all central themes
that are explored in this body of work.

These photographs document the presidium like interiors of a
number of trade union offices in Ireland, Britain, France, Russia,
Scandinavia and the United States. Although situated in diffe-
rent societies that have distinct cultural and historical differen-
ces in the evolution of how labour was organised, these offices
all share commonalities in terms of bureaucratic and organisa-
tional structures. These in turn inform how the iconography of
organised labour emerged within a society. Interspersed with
portraits of contemporary union leaders, this series seeks to
interrogate the constructed nature of organised labour, alluding
to the immense workings of power defined by a nineteenth cen-
tury ideology, as well as the hidden decision making process that
occurs within the spatial confines of these buildings.
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Noel Bowler is a Photographer and Educator born in Ireland 1978.
He holds an MFA in photography from University of Ulster,
Belfast and a BA (Hons) degree in Documentary Photography
from the University of Wales, Newport. His work has been ex-
hibited worldwide including New York Photofestival and Les
Recontres d’Arles, with recent solo exhibitions in Gallery of
Photography, Ireland and Impressions Gallery, England. Bowler
has been nominated for the Prix Pictet Photography Prize in 2012
and for the Deutsche Börse Photography Prize in 2011. His most
recent body of work Making Space was published by the Gallery
of Photography in 2011. He is currently a Lecturer in Photography
at University Campus Suffolk, England.

Ken Grant was born in Liverpool in 1967. Since the 1980s, he has
photographed his contemporaries in the city and engaged
in sustained projects both in the UK and wider Europe. His
photographs are held in important collections of photography,
including those of the Museum of Modern Art, New York, the
Folkwang Museum Essen, the Archive of Modern Conflict,
London, and other international public and private collections.
He continues to work on long term projects and currently tea-
ches Photography at the Belfast School of Art.
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Please note:
These photographs have been copyright cleared for world-
wide print and electronic reproduction in the context
of reviews of the books only. 
No more than THREE photographs plus the cover image from
the selection can be used in total – they are not to be used
on the cover or cropped.

A journey through trade union offices in 14 different countries



01_Maritime Trades Department AFL–CIO Building
afl–cio | washington, d.c., usa

©Noel Bowler

02_Leo Gerard, President United Steelworkers of America
usw | pittsburgh – pa, usa
©Noel Bowler

03_Services, Industrial Professional & Technical Union
siptu | dublin, ireland 
©Noel Bowler

05_Trade Unions Forum, Poland
fzz | warsaw, poland
©Noel Bowler

06_Office of the General President, James P. Hoffa – International
Brotherhood of the Teamsters, ibt | washington, d.c., usa
©Noel Bowler
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03_Portrait, Franz Spliedt (1877–1963), Confederation of German Trade Unions
dgb | hamburg, germany
©Noel Bowler



07_General Secretary, Len McClusky, Unite the Union
unite | london, uk
©Noel Bowler

09_All-Poland Alliance of Trade Unions
opzz | warsaw, poland
©Noel Bowler

10_Solidarnosc – Independent Self-governing Trade Union
gdańsk, poland
©Noel Bowler

08_Solidarnosc – Independent Self-governing Labour Union
gdansk, poland
©Noel Bowler

11_The American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial
Organizations, afl–cio | washington, d.c., usa
©Noel Bowler

12_Executive Committee Meetings Hall, Federation of Independent Trade
Unions of Russia
fnpr | moscow, russia ©Noel Bowler


