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Story of a daughter and her father building a closer relationship through their shared passion for photograpy

Conversations With Dad is a moving story about a daughter and
her father, and their relationship with each other. Today many
young people still feel a gap between generations and commu-
nication can be challenging. Los Angeles based photographer
Carissa Dorson was trying to overcome her personal gap with
her father by looking for something they have in common. She
remembered that they both love taking pictures, so she sent him
a photo and asked him to respond with one of his own, inspired
by the one she took. For two years they have been sending pic-
tures to each other, ping-pong-like from East Coast to West
Coast. Their ongoing visual conversation has blossomed into a
closer relationship, in which they talk more and engage in each
other’s lives.The photos themselves are beautiful, clever,and re-
veal more about them than words ever could.

Excepts from the book:

»Photographic conversations are ideal for anyone. Better yet, for
two people—although even a solitaire version might produce
some surprises and satisfaction. In my case, it is with my opposite-
coast daughter who knows that Dad isn’t that good at small talk
and can sometimes go for days without checking email. This is an
activity that can offer a special form of communication with a
parent, child, sibling, partner, friend, grandparent, grandchild, aunt,
or uncle. (Heck, our world leaders should try starting photo con-
versations with each other. Surely, this would lead to a new Era of
Good Feelings and world peace.)

lam not sure exactly what | thought when Carissa first mentioned
the idea for our unusual conversation. Probably that | wouldn’t
be very good at it. But | already had fun coming up with my first

Please note:

These photographs have been copyright cleared for worldwide
print and electronic reproduction in the context of reviews of
the books only. Print media: No more than THREE photographs
plus the cover image from the selection can be used in total —

they are not to be used on the cover or cropped. Online media
may use a total of TWELVE images in a gallery.

response to her initial picture. Then, her next photo amazed me
by including something surprisingly similar while being totally
different. This set the pattern for our conversation, leaving us an-
ticipating the creativity, insight, odd twist, or simple beauty to be
found in the next response. | think we surprised one another and
ourselves...«

-Dad

»Ever since | could talk, my dad and | haven’t had much to talk
about. The way we always connected was through activities, like
doing a 2000-piece puzzle or watching a musical that he taped
on PBS. (He still does this, and we watch his recordings whenever
I visit home.) Now I'm in Los Angeles and Dad is still in the same
house where | grew up in Silver Spring, Maryland. We speak on the
phone, but not much. (...)

But | had forgotten how creative my dad is. We have so much fun
with our photographic conversation that we are still doing it. It’s
a shared activity that isn’t silent. We get excited to see each new
piece. We ask about how each one was taken. We talk about where
the idea came from. Sometimes Dad sends an old one, and | get to
learn a little about that time in his life. This series has been a gift
to us, and | hope it brings you joy too.«
—Carissa

is a fine art photographer and cinematographer based in Los
Angeles. Carissais an established cinematographer whose work
has garnered hundreds of millions of views online. Her latest
comedy feature film, It’s a Party streaming on Showtime.
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