
new release 

Laurent Chéhère
Flying Houses

Text by Laurent Chéhère, Marion Thiery
Designed by Laurent Chéhère and Kehrer Design
Hardcover
28 x 28 cm
144 pages
68 color ills.
English / French
ISBN  978-3-86828-889-6
Euro 44,00 / GBP 40.00 / US$ 50.00 
November 2018

The Flying Houses are a surrealistic and poetic vision of old Paris,
inspired by Jules Verne, Hayao Miyazaki, Moebius, Wim Wenders,
Federico Fellini, Serge Gainsbourg, and more. 
The series raises diverse subjects like urbanism, architecture, cin-
ema, pop culture, street art, and history. Employing traditional
photography and digital manipulation, the series elevates ar-
chitecture to a new level. The artist takes a variety of residential
structures out of their defining neighbourhood backdrops. The
images are photomontages of hundred of elements, captured
and assembled afterward like a puzzle. Floating amidst the
clouds, like kites, the houses tell about the life, the dreams, and
the hopes of their inhabitants. 

»If they could tell us what they know, what they have seen and
heard. If they could tell us about the human comedy that played
out there, the tears that flowed there, the laughs that broke out,
the springtime, the gusts of wind, the scent of drying laundry,
the lovers full of hope behind closed doors, the drafts, the slam-
ming doors, the fleeting passions and illusions… if they could tell
us all of that.
It’s time to make them speak again, to make these buildings
rise up from their rubble, to tear them from the weight of the
ground and of the past, and to let them drift towards new hori-
zons. It’s time to see them trail along once again with all their
dreams, their hopes, their stories, and their memories.«

– from the introduction by Marion Thiery

Laurent Chéhère’s works have been widely exhibited, e. g. at
Paris Photo, The Fence, New York, the Lumiere Brothers Center,
Moscow, the Mucem, Marseille. He lives and works in Paris.

Exhibition
Persiehl & Heine Gallery, Hamburg
November 15, 2018 –  January 19, 2019

Chéhère’s fantastical buildings are floating amidst the clouds – faraway but so close.

Please note: These photographs have been copyright cleared
for worldwide print and electronic reproduction in the context
of reviews of the book only. 
Print media: No more than THREE photographs plus the cover
image from the selection can be used in total – they are not
to be used on the cover or cropped. Online media may use a
total of TEN images in a gallery.
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1  THE GRAND ILLUSION / La Grande Illusion
© Laurent Chéhère

2 THE PETIT JOURNAL / Le Petit Journal
© Laurent Chéhère

3 A SPECIAL DAY / Le Grand Jour
© Laurent Chéhère

4 THE CIRCUS/ Le Cirque
© Laurent Chéhère

5 THE CARAVAN / La Caravane 
© Laurent Chéhère

6 THE LOWER DEPTHS / Les Bas-fonds
© Laurent Chéhère
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7 STILL LIFE / Nature Morte
© Laurent Chéhère

9 PINK / Rose
© Laurent Chéhère

10 THE VOYEUR / Le Voyeur
© Laurent Chéhère

8 THE LAST BARRICADE / La Dernière Barricade
© Laurent Chéhère


