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A portrait of the Mediterranean sea before the backdrop of the migrant crisis —
a metaphor for both hope and despair

From the 1990s, millions have embarked on journeys across the
Mediterranean Sea, with hope to reach safe havens in Europe.
Dark Waters, inspired by personal stories of refugees who have
lost loved ones at sea, presents a story that goes far beyond a
documentation of the current crisis and into the realms of the
metaphorical representation of the sea and of water. It is the
nature of water to oppose the rigidity of borders, with open
horizons brimming with opportunity. Dark Waters is ultimately
a reflection of the power of human hope, whether it material-
izes, or was in vain.

We at the ICRC see the danger, the needs and the complicated
politics. We operate under a strictly humanitarian mandate to
assist those in need; we seek neither to encourage nor discourage
migration. And we know that thousands of migrants die or dis-
appear along the way each year, leaving their families to wait in
anguish for answers that often never come. Tchetchik told me
that one of the most profound realizations he made while shoot-
ing Dark Waters was that he never knew how relevant the place
he was photographing was. Was it the location of a tragedy or
just one part of a long migratory path? »It’s a wild goose chase
that’s reflective of the crisis itself. Where do things wash up? You
never know if a boat gets lost at sea. It’s this maze | felt. You never
know what’s real and what’s not,« he said.

Readers of Dark Waters will not see sensationalist images of peo-
ple jumping off boats. Instead, they will meet the power of the
sea and the power of the people who crossed it. Like old friends
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at a bar, Tchetchik listened as people now labeled with the word
»migrant« bared their soul, sharing their most intimate moments.
Later, he told me, he would return to his hotel with tears stream-
ing down his cheeks, not from sadness or pity, but from the over-
whelming nature of the experience.

- From the text by Jason Straziuso, Senior Writer for the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross.

Daniel Tchetchik, staff photographer and chief editor of the pho-
tography blog at Haaretz Newspaper, divides his time between
personal projects and documentary assignments. His work has
been featured on platforms of the New Yorker, Stiddeutsche
Zeitung, VICE Magazine, BURN magazine amongst others.
Tchetchik has been nominated twice for the Prix Pictet.
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