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The Art Collection Deutsche Börse is one of the most important
collections of contemporary photography in Europe and now
comprises over 1,800 works by roughly 120 international artists.
In 2019, the Art Collection Deutsche Börse will celebrate its twen-
tieth anniversary. The focus of the collection is on a variety of
key themes in contemporary photography since the mid-twen-
tieth century. Represented in the collection are positions already
considered classics as well as works by younger artists. Artistic
projects and conceptual works are complemented by compre-
hensive groups of works by photojournalists. 
XL Photography 6 is the sixth photo book that presents the Art
Collection’s recent acquisitions, featuring works by twenty dif-
ferent artists purchased over the last four years.

»Unlike artists who pain and draw, photographers do not actually
create their motifs, but work with whatever is already there. Tech-
nically, a picture taken with a camera is first and foremost ‘merely’
a reproduction of reality, documenting a short moment in time
that has already passed when the shutter is released.
(...)
However, if we take a look a the work photographers and artists
have created in recent decades thanks to this medium, it soon be-
comes clear that photography does a lot more than simply reflect
reality. It allows us to see the world through the artists’ eyes, as if
through a window, and share their impressions and experiences.
In this way, we get to discover amazing things–great moments
and small encounters, events past and present, in strange or fa-
miliar places. Photography opens up perspectives that we would

otherwise not be aware of. The image in this photo book attest to
this creative power. They were taken by 20 artists who we have
added to our collection in the past four years. In this catalog, as
well as at our exhibitions, they all come face-to-face, and enter
into a fascinating dialog which–especially as a result of their jux-
taposition– throws a constantly new light on them.«
– Anne-Marie Beckmann, Director, Deutsche Börse Photography
Foundation

Photographers
Judith Ammann, Florian Albrecht-Schoeck, Jana Bissdorf, Walker
Evans, Samuel Fosso, Weronika Gęsicka, Paul Graham, Hsu-Pin
Lee, Dana Lixenberg, Lilly Lulay, Mike Mandel, Susan Meiselas,
Zanele Muholi, Gabriele und Helmut Nothhelfer, Helga Paris,
Gordon Parks, Heinrich Riebesehl, Julian Röder, Malte Sänger,
Guy Tillim

Exhibitions
We love Photography! (Curated by Martin Parr)
The Cube, Eschborn, Germany
01.02.– 24.05.2019

Changing Views – 20 Years Art Collection Deutsche Börse
Foam, Amsterdam
03.05.– 07.07.2019

Recent acquisitions of one of the most important collections of contemporary photography in Europe
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Please note:
These photographs have been copyright cleared for worldwide 
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plus the cover image from the selection can be used in total – 
they are not to be used on the cover or cropped.  Online media 
may use a total of TWELVE images in a gallery.

Documenting street styles and fashion trends, Daniele Tamagni 
captured the pride and joy of urban communities across the 
globe to whom fashion is a way to position oneself in a reim-
agined society. Collecting images of the Congolese sapeurs, 
Botswana’s Afrometal scene, Bolivian female wrestlers, young 
dance crews of Johannesburg and more, Style Is Life brings to-
gether renowned and unpublished photographs that remind us 
of the subversive and political value of fashion.

From the preface by co-curator Aïda Muluneh:
»With every frame of Daniele’s, it’s clear he wasn’t a photographer 
simply capturing moments detached from the environment or 
people. He immersed himself in each instant, uniquely positioning 
himself as a foreign photographer who valued building relation-
ships with subjects.«

This book, packed with images and texts, traces Daniele Tamagni’s 
extraordinary professional and personal experience in the world 
of photography. His innovative eye has combined photojournal-
ism, street photography and fashion in a style that has become 
his trademark. By documenting the trends of »street fashion«, he 
has testified to its political, sometimes subversive value, immor-
talizing the pride and joy of urban communities for whom »style 
is life«, as the title itself says. In Daniele’s photographs, clothes 
become identity. 
Style Is Life is a choral book in which his photographs speak, but 
also the various precious personal and professional testimonies.
The monograph presents 150 photographs arranged according 

to the different reportages that the artist has produced over the 
course of his life. 

From the preface by co-curator Chiara Bardelli Nonino:
» (......) Daniele’s images have won a World Press Photo Award, 
inspired fashion designers such as Paul Smith and Stella Jean, 
convinced the demanding jury of the ICP Infinity Award and se-
duced artists such as Solange Knowles.«

Daniele Tamagni studied cultural heritage and obtained an MA 
from the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan, Italy. His 
move towards professional photography occurred in 2007, after 
receiving the Canon Young Photographer Award, followed by the 
ICP Infinity Award in 2010 and World Press Photo Award in 2011. 
As his numerous accomplishments and publications prove, in a 
short period of time he became a leading photographer. 
His fight with leukaemia marked the last four years of his life. He 
died prematurely in 2017 at the age of 42.
The Daniele Tamagni Foundation has been established to pre-
serve, value and promote his memory and artistic legacy and to 
encourage the development of young, talented photographers 
who explore African identity and engage with the continent or 
its diaspora. Explore his work on the website danieletamagni.com 
and on Instagram (@danieletamagnifoundation).

Exhibition
Daniele Tamagni. Style Is Life
Palazzo Morando, Milan, Italy, 09.02.– 01.04.2024

Edited by Aïda Muluneh, Chiara Bardelli Nonino
Curated by Giordano Tamagni
Texts by Emmanuelle Courrèges, Angelo Ferracuti, 
Alain Mabanckou, Lekgetho Makola, Véronique Marchand, 
Gianfranco Maraniello, Gerardo Mosquera, Aïda Muluneh, 
Chiara Bardelli Nonino, Tommaso Sacchi, Waridi Schrobsdorff, 
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Designed by Tomo Tomo
Hardcover with tipped-in plate, 24 x 32 cm
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Daniele Tamagni
Style Is Life

First comprehensive retrospective of the Italian photo artist Daniele Tamagni (1975–2017)
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