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I Want Orgasms, Not Roses is about women, their toys, their sex-
uality, and the chains they broke out of to be fully themselves. A
collection of portraits and interviews about trauma, shame, de-
sire, acceptance, and rebellion. While sexuality can be freely dis-
cussed in western popular culture, there is a rise in fundamen-
talist values. Abortion rights are under debate, LGBTQ
representation is restricted. There is hardly any conversation
about sexuality in Eastern Europe, while sex itself is often repre-
sented in media. 
Hungarian photographer Éva Szombat wants to examine how
we can become more open, more accepting, and how we can get
rid of our frustrations. She separates shame from sexuality
through the use of photography by making the invisible visible
and by asking women to show what they desire and how they
were able to achieve it.
The book has been realized in collaboration with Everybody
Needs Art and Longtermhandstand, Budapest. 

My whole life I’ve been interested in sexuality more than I dared
to admit to myself. I believed it was bad manners for girls to be in-
terested in such a thing so openly. I believed this until I met people
who would fearlessly talk about sex, masturbation, orgasms, the
clitoris, porn, and fantasies. It was liberating to belong to this
group.
In 2017 I posted a public advertisement. I was looking for people
who would show their sex toys to the public. To my great surprise
many answered my call. They also had a strong desire to talk
about their sexuality without shame. The contributors came from
various walks of life: students, social workers, hairdressers, trans-
lators, artists, dominatrixes, entrepreneurs, employees, unem-
ployed people, freelancers, wives, girlfriends, single people, di-

vorcees, mothers-to-be, mothers, and even a grandmother. In ad-
dition to taking pictures, I was conducting interviews, which let
me dive deeper, dredging up serious traumas in more than one
case. I learned something new in every single session.
While working on this project I found my grandmother’s memory
book, which she got during World War II. Memory books are a cen-
turies-old tradition in Hungary — equal parts souvenir and scrap-
book, they are given to schoolchildren during their education, full
of inspirational quotes, jokes, and advice for their future life, all
written by their friends, family, and teachers.
The messages in it, that were meant to prepare one for life, often
corresponded with the thoughts my participants had told me
about their own inhibitions. These lines from many generations
before served as pointers for girls. They implied that if you were
born a woman you should be modest and obedient, bear the pain
and suffering. The participants, just like myself, internalized these
thoughts .– Éva Szombat

Éva Szombat is a photographer based in Budapest, Hungary. Her
works have appeared in local and international magazines and
websites including Vice, Huffington Post, GUP Magazine, Ignant,
Contemporary Lynx, Calvert Journal, British Journal of Photogra-
phy, Neon, Blink magazine, Vogue, Vanity Fair and Feature Shoot.
She also worked with major brands, such as Adidas, Huawei,
Mastercard, Nikon, Lenovo, Samsung, McDonald's, Telekom, Tchi-
bo, Glamour, Elle, Marie Claire. She got her MA in photography
from Moholy-Nagy University of Art and Design (MOME), and
studied visual communication at ESAG Penninghen in Paris. Her
works were displayed in New York, Jerusalem, Milan, Lisbon, Vi-
enna, Berlin, Bogota among other places. The series I Want Or-
gasms, Not Roses won the Robert Capa Grand Prize in 2021.  

Women, their toys, their sexuality, and the chains they broke out of to be fully themselves

Please note:
These photographs have been copyright cleared for worldwide
print and electronic reproduction in the context of reviews of
the books only. Print media: No more than THREE photographs
plus the cover image from the selection can be used in total –
they are not to be used on the cover or cropped.  Online media
may use a total of TWELVE images in a gallery.
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01_ Luca's lights
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02_My toys
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07_Vera
© Éva Szombat, Courtesy of the artist and Everybody Needs Art, Budapest

09_Rebeka
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10_ Annamária's rebellion
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08_Anett
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11_Eva B.
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