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The Chandi garh-born artist and photog ra pher Gauri Gill (b. 1970)
has been exam ining the everyday life of the rural popu la tion out-
side India’s urban centers for over two decades now. Her quiet,
concen trated photographs focus the viewer’s gaze on barely per-
ceived periph eral areas in Indian society. In an open, collab o ra tive
process that eschews docu men tary conven tions, she has dedi cated
herself to concerns related to survival and self-asser tion, iden tity
and belonging, and also to concep tual ques tions of memory and
author ship. . The temporal dimen sion and the serial conti nuity, as
well as perse ver ance and empathy, are deci sive factors in her artis-
tic prac tice.
Serving as the bedrock for a large part of her work since 1999, as
well as the genesis of several photo series, is the long-term archival
project Notes from the Desert, in which Gill has used photog raphy
to engage with margin al ized commu ni ties from Western Ra-
jasthan. Partic u larly under scored here, as across the artist’s entire
oeuvre, are her long friend ships with women, whom she high -
lights in inti mate portraits. 
As a coun ter point to her projects in the desert, the photo series
The Amer i cans (2000–2007) is dedi cated to the diverse life worlds
of the Indian dias pora with respect to migra tion, home, and cultural
affinity. The exhi bi tion also places a partic ular focus on the artist’s
collab o ra tive approach, as seen most recently in her ongoing
conver sa tions with often over looked rural artists. 
In her series Acts of Appear ance (2014), for instance, Gill incor po -
rates masks produced by papier-mâché artists of the Kokna
commu nity in Jawhar, Maha rashtra, in everyday scenes, thus cre-
ating a fasci nating dialogue between reality and fiction.

From the text Under the Protection of Images: Gauri Gill and
Photography as a Mask by Esther Schlicht:
The mask—itself a surface and an image at the same time—throws
our biased view right back at us observers, making us aware of our
own position, including its ethical dimension. Masks can be invita-
tions to communication, but they can also create a sense of distance.
They provide both visibility and protection simultaneously. In this
sense, the mask as a motif can also serve as a metaphor for Gauri
Gill’s approach to art and her use of photography per se. Not just in
Fields of Sight and Acts of Appearance (where those depicted are
under the protection of their own artistic production), but also in
other series, Gill employs the ambivalence of revealing and conceal-
ing as a pictorial strategy. Regardless of whether it is through the
choice of framing that draws the gaze away from the center of the
event, or by showing people from behind, with their faces hidden or
only dimly visible, or through the deliberate selection of individual
photographs from an almost inexhaustible archive, whose entirety
remains hidden, Gill’s pictures always reveal what they do not reveal,
constantly reminding us of how limited our field of vision is. Photog-
raphy serves the artist’s objective of shedding light on invisible mi-
cro-stories and creating spaces where the diverse and hybrid realities
of life can be expressed without being defenselessly exposed to our
gaze—as a mask.
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Gauri Gill’s multi lay ered photo graphic work presented for the first time in an exten sive survey exhi bi tion
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