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The Edge of Knowing is the culmination of a year-long journey
from Antarctica to the Arctic; a journey undertaken with the
goal of understanding the places that from the vantage point
of the United States, are often simply thought of as being be-
yond »America.« This collection of photographs and essays re-
defines the American conceit of an idealistic, utopian dream as
a pan-American vision that is shared across the furthest ex-
tremes of the continents. Too often political borders represent
the limits of curiosity and imagination. The Edge of Knowing
takes us beyond the boundaries that traditionally define na-
tional identity. The results are an exploration of places both for-
eign and familiar. All share the unique physical characteristics
that shape the landscape of the Americas, and the rich indige-
nous imprint of the pre-Columbian world.

A native of Poland currently based in NYC and Paris, Magda
Biernat is a contemporary art photographer specializing in ar-
chitecture and interiors and is the former photo editor of Me-
tropolis Magazine. She received her MFA in New Media from
Transart Institute in Berlin and New York. Her photographs have
been published in, among others, the New Yorker, the New York
Times, National Geographic, Interior Design, Wallpaper, Metrop-
olis, Dwell and Afar. Her work has been exhibited nationally and
internationally with exhibitions in Poland, Belgium, France, UK,
Canada, Japan, The Philippines, Taiwan and the United States.
She is a recipient of awards such as the Center 2016 Director’s
Choice Award, Reminders Photography Stronghold Grant,
LensCulture 2015 Emerging Talents Award, TMC/Kodak Grant,

Lucie Foundation Award, and Magenta Foundation Flash For-
ward. Her work is represented by Robert Klein Gallery in Boston
and Clic Gallery in New York City.
www.magdabiernat.com

Ian Webster is a commercial illustrator and writer. While running
his company Hazard County Illustration for the past 20 years, he
has  created illustrations for companies such as Nestlé, Starbucks
Coffee Company, Microsoft, Unilever, the NBA, Amazon.com, Nin-
tendo of America, and Coca-Cola. One of his most recognizable
brand marks is the illustrated scene on the Deer Park Water label.
His first significant experience as a commercial artist was working
for Starbucks Coffee just as the company was going national and
then international. Today he lives and works in Brooklyn, NY.

Exhibitions

LagosPhoto Festival
Lagos, Nigeria, 25.10. – 13.11.2019

Centrala 
Poznan, Poland, November 2019

Robert Klein Gallery
Boston, MA, Spring 2020

For further details, press images, permissions and review 
copies, please contact the publisher’s press office:
Barbara Karpf, barbara.karpf@kehrerverlag.com or
pr.assistance@kehrerverlag.com
Kehrer Verlag, Wieblinger Weg 21, 69123 Heidelberg, Germany
Fon +49 (0)6221/649 20-25 | Fax +49 (0)6221/64920-20
www.kehrerverlag.com

This journey in photos and essays takes us beyond the boundaries of the Americas that traditionally define national identity.

Please note: These photographs have been copyright cleared
for worldwide print and electronic reproduction in the con-
text of reviews of the books only. 
Print media: No more than THREE photographs plus the cover
image from the selection can be used in total – they are not
to be used on the cover or cropped. Online media may use a
total of TWELVE images in a gallery.



Press Images

01 Provincial Trunk Highway, Riverton, Manitoba
© Magda Biernat

02 Huaca Arco Iris, the Rainbow Pyramid, Trujillo, Peru
© Magda Biernat

03 Itamaraty Palace, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Brasilia, Brazil
© Magda Biernat

04 Charlie’s Taxidermy Shop, North Pole, Alaska
© Magda Biernat

05 Department of Records, Montevideo, Uruguay
© Magda Biernat

06 Mr. Hopson, Barrow, Alaska
© Magda Biernat



07 Deer Time Ranch, Perkins, Oklahoma
© Magda Biernat

08 Salt Miner, Salar de Uyuni, Bolivia
© Magda Biernat

09 Fisherman’s Castle, Irish Bayou, Louisiana
© Magda Biernat

10 Huaca de la Luna, Trujillo, Peru
© Magda Biernat

11 Ralf, Montevideo, Uruguay
© Magda Biernat

12 Rio Grande, US/Mexico Border, Texas
© Magda Biernat


