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This first comprehensive publication on Dr. Paul Wolff (1887–
1951) and Alfred Tritschler (1905–1970) marks the rediscovery of
two of the most famous German photographers of the period
circa 1930.

To this day, Wolff & Tritschler are familiar names as pioneers of
the Leica, as forerunners of a lively style in illustrative photogra-
phy and reportage. Besides that, their work, estimated to stand
at 700,000 shots, reflects several chapters of German history at
a stroke: from the cultural awakening during the years of the
Weimar Republic, through the Third Reich, and on to the Second
World War, in the end phase of which significant portions of the
Wolff archive were also destroyed. In terms of formal aesthetics,
the two photographers demonstrated a range between conven-
tion and New Objectivity, between homeland style and New Vi-
sion. There was virtually no topic that Wolff & Tritschler failed to
cover. Their photographic work shapes our notion of the old or
»New Frankfurt« just as much as it stirs our longing for faraway
places, as evoked by their shots from journeys by car or ship or
flights on the Zeppelin. 
In sum, no small number of contradictions characterize the work
of Wolff & Tritschler over three decades. However, precisely that
makes their oeuvre, which oscillates between service provision
and artistic aspiration, between avant-garde and adaptation, a
rich seam for a broad-based historical and critical examination.

»By chance I won a Leica as a prize at the Photographic Exhibition
in Frankfurt am Main, and since that time my whole inclination
pertains to the grand life, the world’s unlimited expanse, all that
the compact camera is called to capture.«
– Dr. Paul Wolff

German Edition
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Exhibitions
Ernst Leitz Museum, Wetzlar
From June 28, 2019
Further exhibition venues to be confirmed.

First comprehensive and  historical and critical examination of the work  of the German photographers
Dr. Paul Wolff und Alfred Tritschler
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A1: Dr. Paul Wolff, Siedlung Bruchfeldstraße, Frankfurt a. M. 1927 | Nach Plänen
von Ernst May © Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A2: Dr. Paul Wolff, aus der Serie: Frankfurt a. M. Altstadt, 1928 © Dr. Paul Wolff
& Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A3: Alfred Tritschler, »Graf Zeppelin«, 1928 © Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Histori-
sches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A4: Dr. Paul Wolff, I.G. Farben Verwaltungsgebäude, Frankfurt a. M. 1929 © Dr.
Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A5: Dr. Paul Wolff, ohne Titel, um 1929 © Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Histori-
sches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A6: Dr. Paul Wolff, Schattenbilder, figürlich, 1930 © Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler,
Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg
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A7: Alfred Tritschler, aus der Serie: Die Dame. Große Köpfe, 1931 | Hedwig Hae-
gely als Modell © Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A9: Dr. Paul Wolff, New York von oben, 1932 © Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Histo-
risches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A10: Dr. Paul Wolff, Eröffnung des Opelbades in Wiesbaden, 1934 © Dr. Paul
Wolff & Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A8: Dr. Paul Wolff, aus der Serie: Rhön. Segelflug, 1931 © Dr. Paul Wolff &
Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A11: Dr. Paul Wolff, aus der Serie: Flugplatz Frankfurt a. M. Neue Zeppelinhalle
im Bau, 1935 © Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A12:Dr. Paul Wolff, Olympische Spiele, Berlin 1936 © Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler,
Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg



A13: Dr. Paul Wolff, Hitler-Jugend, 1936 
© Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A15: Dr. Paul Wolff, Raika sashin no kansei (The Perfection of Leica 
Photographs), Tokyo 1942 
© Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A16: Dr. Paul Wolff (Kurt Röhrig), Frankfurt nach den Luftangriffen vom März
1944 © Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A14: Dr. Paul Wolff, Ständer von Wasserkraftgeneratoren. Siemens-Schuckert,
Berlin 1936 © Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A17: My experiences in color photography. With 54 color plates by Paul Wolff,
Alfred Tritschler and Rudolf Hermann. Frankfurt a. M. ohne Jahr (1952) |
Schutzumschlag und Doppelseiten aus der bei Umschau erschienenen eng-
lischsprachigen Nachkriegsausgabe © Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Historisches
Bildarchiv, Offenburg



A 18: Alfred Tritschler (?), aus der Serie: Es ist etwas passiert, 1928 | Mit Dr. Paul
Wolff unten links im Bild 
© Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A 20: Porträt_Tritschler: Alfred Tritschler mit Leica, 1938 
© Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg

A 19: Porträt_Dr. Paul Wolff: Alfred Tritschler, aus der Serie: Betrieb Dr. Paul
Wolff, 1929 | Dr. Paul Wolff mit Lupe und Kleinbildnegativ 
© Dr. Paul Wolff & Tritschler, Historisches Bildarchiv, Offenburg


