
The »Wurstelprater« in Vienna is regarded as one of the worl-
d’s oldest amusement parks and celebrated its 250th anniver-
sary in 2016. In his publication Endstation Sehnsucht. Der Wiener
Prater, photographer Frank Robert shows the Prater’s numerous
booths and rides as a social place where visitors set off on a jour-
ney into an artificial world. In this context, the Prater operates
like a big stage: The sun, the play of light and shade, have the
effect of spotlights which, as the photographer sees it, reveal
new details on every visit. Even when the motif stays the same,
something different about it emerges again and again. 
»The lots at the Prater are like organic cells, they constantly
change and shift,« says Robert. And so there are a number of dis-
coveries to made in the 77 shots: a hodgepodge of exotic plas-
tic animals, abandoned rides, and colorful monsters is explored
by visitors in summer and winter alike, and shows the Prater as
an amusement park that is not exactly defined by modern hi-
tech. One of the main elements that have preserved its uni-
queness is the fact that many attractions and booths are sim-
ply permitted to remain standing for longer here than elsew-
here. But that is just one of many explanations for the special
ambience at the Vienna Prater!
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Frank Robert (born 1967 in Bensheim, Germany) studied
Communication Design and Photography under Hans Puttnies
at the University of Applied Sciences in Darmstadt. He has lived
in Vienna since 2005 and over the past ten years has extensi-
vely photographed that city’s Prater amusement park. Robert’s
works have been shown in numerous exhibitions; he is repres-
ented in Vienna by the AnzenbergerGallery.
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Please note:
These photographs have been copyright cleared for world-
wide print and electronic reproduction in the context
of reviews of the books only. No more than THREE photo-
graphs plus the cover image from the selection can be used
in total – they are not to be used on the cover or cropped.
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5 Haus mit Sternen, 2008
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7 Spiegelkabinett, 2007
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9 Nixe vor dem Riesenrad, 2013
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10 Aqua Ball, 2015
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