
Dona Schwartz’s environmental portraits examine two key tran-
sitions in life – becoming a first-time parent and adjusting to an
empty nest when children have left home. In quotes accompa-
nying the portraits, parents reveal their views on the changes
awaiting them. On the Nest provides a poignant and often hu-
morous look at these underexamined, yet defining moments
that forever change our lives. The photographs reflect parents’
hopes and expectations, as well as the struggle, anxiety and joy
of child-rearing. They also reflect the diversity of American fa-
mily life, by representing interracial couples, gay and lesbian cou-
ples, and single parents. 

When I first saw Dona Schwartz’s portraits (the word “portrait”
doesn’t quite do justice to the richness of these pictures), I didn’t
know whether to laugh or to cry. Eventually I decided that
both responses were equally valid—life is always best apprecia-
ted with its contradictions. But I did wonder if other viewers sha-
red my feelings. Perhaps parenthood is such a loaded issue
that emotional ambivalence is destined to rule the day!
William A. Ewing
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Dona Schwartz is an American photographer living in Calgary,
Alberta, Canada. Her work has been internationally published
and exhibited and is included in the collections of the Museum
of Fine Arts, Houston, George Eastman House, the Musée de
l’Elysée, Lausanne, Switzerland, the Harry Ransom Center, the
Portland Art Museum, and the Kinsey Institute. She is current-
ly on the faculty of the Department of Art at the University of
Calgary. She has published several books, amongst others In the
Kitchen (Kehrer 2009). Photographs from On the Nest have been
included in three Photographic Portrait Prize exhibitions at the
National Portrait Gallery, London, winning third prize in 2011.

William A. Ewing is a well-known curator and writer on photo-
graphy. From 1977 to 1984 he was Director of Exhibitions at the
International Center of Photography, New York, and between
1996 and 2010 he was Director of the Musée de l’Elysée,
Lausanne. His exhibitions have been shown at many museums
in America and Europe, including the Museum of Modern Art,
New York; the Centre Pompidou, Paris; the Hayward Gallery and
the Serpentine Gallery, London; the Kunsthaus Zürich; and the
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. 
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Please note:
These photographs have been copyright cleared for worldwi-
de print and electronic reproduction in the context of reviews
of the books only. 
No more than THREE photographs plus the cover image from
the selection can be used in total – they are not to be used
on the cover or cropped.
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Schwartz examines two defining moments in parents’ lives – when the first child is born 
and when the last child leaves home



1 KRISTIN & RYAN, 18 DAYS
© Dona Schwartz

2 CATHERINE & BEN, 8 DAYS
© Dona Schwartz

3 ANDREA & BRAD, 16 DAYS
© Dona Schwartz

4 SHA & E. G., 18 DAYS
© Dona Schwartz

5 NICOLE & STEPHEN, 14 DAYS
© Dona Schwartz

6 KEVIN & JASON, 7 DAYS
© Dona Schwartz

Press images



7 CHRIS & SUSAN, 7 MONTHS
© Dona Schwartz

9 WENDY & PHIL, 1 YEAR
© Dona Schwartz

10 KATHY & LYONEL, 18 MONTHS
© Dona Schwartz

8 KAREN, 2 YEARS
© Dona Schwartz

11 PAM & BILL, 2 MONTHS
© Dona Schwartz

12 DONA & KEN, 15 MONTHS
© Dona Schwartz


