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Avisual tale based on the myths and legends of the Amazon

The Enchanted Ones, by Stephanie Pommez,is a visual tale
unfolding along the banks of the Brazilian Amazon, the source of
myths and culture of the Ribeirinhos, or river dwellers. The story
speaks of a deep-rooted connection between a people and their
environment. In this narrative, the line between reality and the
unseen blurs, unraveling the mysteries of existence. These
mysteries seamlessly traverse both the metaphysical realm and
the observable world.

Drawing from Indigenous, African, and Portuguese traditions,
the Ribeirinho culture is steeped in myths that reflect the
intricate relationships between the river, the forest, and its
people. Central to these myths are the encantados—shape-
shifting beings said to inhabit both the waters and forests.
Stephanie Pommez weaves images and words into a visual tale
that reinterprets these stories and explores parallel worlds
beyond the visible.

After spending years photographing and filming the work of
traditional midwives in the Amazon, Stephanie Pommez
understood that they were not only the custodians of life but
also the keepers of culture. The midwives carry the narratives of
the Ribeirinhos, passing down oral histories.

The Enchanted Ones is an homage to this rich cultural tapestry.
The use of film and the subtle imperfections of grain bring a
tactile texture to the photographs, heightening their organic
feel in the intimate atmosphere brought forth by the images.

Please note:

These photographs have been copyright cleared for worldwide print
and electronic reproduction in the context of reviews of the books only.
Print media: No more than 3 photographs plus the cover image from
the selection can be used in total —they are not to be used on the cover
or cropped. Online media may use a total of 10 images in a gallery.

Stephanie Pommez is a photographer and filmmaker based in
New York and Paris. Her images have been published and
exhibited in various countries, and her documentary has been
broadcast on channels such as National Geographic, Arte, TV
Cultura, and TVs5, among others.

For further details, press images, permissions and review copies,
please contact the publisher’s press office:

Simona Bonanno, press@kehrerverlag.com or
pr.assistance@kehrerverlag.com

Kehrer Verlag, Mannheimer Str. 175 — 69123 Heidelberg, Germany
+49 (0) 6221 - 649 20-18 — www.kehrerverlag.com
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