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The publication Sceneries provides comprehensive insight into the
diverse and multilayered work of the German photographer Tho-
mas Wrede (b. 1963). It brings together for the first time works
from the last 25 years, including well-known series such as Dome-
stic Landscapes, which present complex »picture-in-picture« si-
tuations in photo wallpapers, and Die Vögel stehen in der Luft und
schreien (The Birds Hang in the Air and Scream), black-and-white
photographs of largely fatal collisions of birds with glass wind-
ows.

The starting point of Wrede’s photographic oeuvre is always the
yearning for nature and the question as to how this can be me-
dially transmitted. With his new works from the series Real Scene-
ries, he explores the boundaries between real and surreal worlds
and presents us with an exciting interplay of truth and fiction. In
doing so, he consciously shifts these boundaries and questions
photography’s fidelity to reality.

Thomas Wrede (b. 1963) in Iserlohn (Germany) studied Fine Art in
Muenster and Berlin. Since 2015 he teaches photography at the
Hochschule der bildenden Kü�nste Essen (HBK). During the last
few years numerous exhibitions presented his works in- and out-
side of Germany. Particularly, the solo exhibitions at the Museum
Kunst der Westkueste, Alkersum (2010), the Kunsthalle Bielefeld
(2010) and at the Wallraf-Richartz-Museum, Cologne (2007) should
be mentioned. Since 1998 Wrede has shown his works in several
galeries of the United States (New York, San Francisco and Los An-
geles). Wrede's photographs are in major art collections: Staats-

galerie Stuttgart, Landesmuseum Muenster, The West Collection
Philadelphia, Kunst-am-Bau-projects in Berlin for the German
State, UBS Zuerich & Lucerne, DZ-Bank Frankfurt, ING Collection,
Amsterdam Hall Art Foundation, New York, Hudson Bay Company,
New York. 
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5a_Die Vögel stehen in der Luft und schreien Nr. 1,
1996
© 2018 Thomas Wrede, VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn

3_King Kong, 2006
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4_Manhattan, 2002
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5b_Die Vögel stehen in der Luft und schreien Nr. 2,
1996
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5c_Die Vögel stehen in der Luft und schreien Nr. 5,
1996
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1_Stadt am See, 2018
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2_Nach der Flut 1, 2012
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6_Tü�r im Herbstwald, 2001
© 2018 Thomas Wrede, VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn

9_Nordseemöwe vor Manhattan, 2001
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8_Gebirgslandschaft im Spiegelschrank, 2000
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7_Tannen, 2004
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12_O.T.,  1995, aus der Serie Samsø, 1991 –1995
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11_Nordamerikanische Felsenlandschaft mit Kakteen, Bottrop-Kirchhellen, 1997
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10_Cadavre Exquis V, 1994
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