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Wenn das Justizsystem versagt: Sechs zu Unrecht verurteilte Menschen erzdhlen ihre Geschichten.

Aus dem Buch:

The National Registry of Exonerations reports that between 1989
and 2024, 13 percent of all exonerated individuals in the United
States were wrongfully convicted because of a false confession. A
disproportionately high number were people of color. Registry
data, case files, and investigative reporting reveal that many of
these false confessions were obtained through psychologically co-
ercive interrogations. — Robin Dahlberg

Breaking Point entstand in Zusammenarbeit mit sechs zu Un-
recht Verurteilten und untersucht, wie schuldvermutende und
gewaltsame Verhorpraktiken unschuldige Menschen dazu brin-
gen kdnnen, Taten zu gestehen, die sie nicht begangen haben.
Falsche Gestandnisse werden haufig als Ausnahmefalle oder als
individuelles Versagen abgetan.Sie zahlen jedoch zu den Haupt-
ursachen fir Fehlurteile in den Vereinigten Staaten. Zahlreiche
Studien belegen, dass insbesondere Druck ausiibende, manipu-
lative Verhérmethoden dabei eine entscheidende Rolle spielen.
Sobald eine unschuldige Person als Hauptverdachtige:r identifi-
ziert ist, richtet sich das polizeiliche Vorgehen oft nicht mehr
auf die Wahrheitsfindung, sondern auf das Erzwingen eines Ge-
standnisses.

Diese Methoden folgen strukturellen Mustern:Isolationin einer
ungewohnten Umgebung, stunden- oder tagelange konfronta-
tive Befragungen, Tauschungen Uber angebliche Beweise, ge-
falschte Polygraphentests oder indirekte Versprechen milderer
Strafen. Unter anhaltendem psychologischem Druck kann ein
Gestdndnis als einziger Ausweg erscheinen. Besonders gefahrdet
sind junge Menschen, Personen mit kognitiven oder entwick-
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lungsbedingten Beeintrachtigungen sowie Menschen mit stark
ausgepragtem Respekt gegeniiber Autoritaten.

Im Zentrum der Publikation stehen die Stimmen von sechs zu
Unrecht verurteilten Personen: Jeffrey Deskovic, Vanessa Gat-
hers, Brian Halsey, Eddie Lowery, Christopher Ochoa und Ray-
mond Santana. Sie alle legten falsche Gestandnisse ab und ver-
brachten Jahre, teils Jahrzehnte, im Gefangnis. Breaking Point
ladt dazu ein, gemeinsam mit ihnen den Verhérraum zu betre-
ten, die Angst, Anspannung und Ohnmacht nachzuvollziehen,
die sie erlebten, und eigene Vorstellungen von Schuld, Autoritat
und Wahrheit kritisch zu hinterfragen.

Auch die Gestaltung des Buches greift die psychologische Inten-
sitat des Verhorraums auf. In konsequentem Schwarz-WeiR ge-
halten, verbindet es verfremdete Standbilder aus polizeilichen
Videoaufzeichnungen mit Stillleben, urbanen Landschaften und
handschriftlichen Reflexionen der sechs freigesprochenen Per-
sonen. Eindringliche Nahportrats und inszenierte Verhérsitua-
tionen stehen neben Verhorprotokollen, Gerichtsakten sowie
Medienberichten liber die Prozesse und spdteren Rehabilitie-
rungen.

Robin Dahlberg ist eine vielfach ausgezeichnete fotografische
Kiinstlerin. Ihre Arbeiten befinden sich unter anderem in den
Sammlungen des Museum of Modern Art in New York und der
New York Public Library. Urspriinglich als Juristin ausgebildet,
war sie zwanzig Jahre in dem National Legal Department der
American Civil Liberties Union tatig, wo sie Kampagnen zur Re-
form des US-amerikanischen Strafjustizsystems konzipierte und
leitete.
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03_Lorenzo Montoya. An altered still from a Denver, Colorado, Police Depart-
ment video recording of the 2000 interrogation of fourteen-year-old Lorenzo
Montoya. During questioning, Montoya falsely confessed to murder and was
wrongfully imprisoned for thirteen years before being exonerated by DNA evi-
dence. © Robin Dahlberg
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04_Tom Perez. An altered still from a Fontana, California, Police Department
video recording of the 2018 interrogation of fifty-three-year-old Tom Perez. After
seventeen hours of questioning, Perez confessed to murdering his father; days
later, police determined that his father was alive and well. ©® Robin Dahlberg
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07_Vanessa Gathers. Vanessa Gathers, as a thirty-four-year-old New York City
employee, falsely confessed to participating in a 1991 assault and robbery. Dur-
ing her interrogation, a detective yelled, screamed, and threatened her with his
firearm. Based on that confession, she was wrongfully convicted and spent ten
years in prison. In 2016, her conviction was vacated after prosecutors deter-
mined that the confession was false and the interrogation involved coercive
and unethical conduct. © Robin Dahlberg

08_Eddie Lowery. Eddie Lowery, as a twenty-two-year-old soldier stationed at
Fort Riley, Kansas, falsely confessed to the 1984 rape of an elderly woman. Dur-
ing an eleven-hour interrogation, detectives threatened him, denied him food
and water, and blocked his requests for a lawyer and his commanding officer.
Although he recanted his confession immediately, it was used to convict him;
he spent nine years in prison and more than a decade on a sex offender registry.
In 2002, DNA testing exonerated Lowery and identified a serial rapist as the
true perpetrator. © Robin Dahlberg
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o9_Jeffrey Deskovic. Jeffrey Deskovic, as a sixteen-year-old high school student
in Peekskill, New York, falsely confessed to the 1989 murder of a classmate dur-
ing an interrogation in which he was told that he had failed three bogus poly-
graph exams and was threatened with violence. He spent sixteen years in prison
before DNA analysis identified the real perpetrator and exonerated Deskovic.
© Robin Dahlberg

10_Christopher Ochoa. Christopher Ochoa, as a twenty-two-year-old employee
at a pizza restaurant, falsely confessed to the 1988 rape and murder of a young
woman in Austin, Texas. During a two-day interrogation, detectives screamed
at him, threatened him with the death penalty and sexual violence, and denied
him access to a lawyer. After twelve years in prison, Ochoa was exonerated
when DNA testing identified the real perpetrator. © Robin Dahlberg

11_Byron Halsey. Byron Halsey, as a twenty-four-year-old with a six-grade edu-
cation, was interrogated for more than thirty hours in connection with the 1985
sexual assault and murder of his girlfriend’s children in Plainfield, New Jersey.
At the end of those 30 hours, he signed a blank sheet of paper that law enforce-
ment officials used to draft a false confession. He spent two decades in prison
before being exonerated by a DNA analysis of evidence from the crime scene.
© Robin Dahlberg

12_Raymond Santana. Raymond Santana, at the age of fourteen, falsely con-
fessed to participating in the 1989 rape of a jogger in New York City’s Central
Park. He was subjected to more than fifteen hours of interrogation involving
threats and intimidation. He spent more than five years in prison before DNA
evidence and a confession by the true perpetrator led to his exoneration.
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