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1985 begann Karen Marshall, eine Gruppe von Teenagern in New
York City zu fotografieren. Ihre Intention war es, die emotionalen
Bindungen zwischen 16-jährigen Mädchen zu zeigen und die
symbolhaften Beziehungen zu dokumentieren, die sie in diesem
Alter häufig entwickeln. Zehn Monate später starb Molly, eines
der Mädchen aus der Gruppe, bei einem Autounfall. Marshall
entschied sich daraufhin, das Projekt fortzuführen. So entwick-
elte sich Between Girls zu einer Betrachtung von Freundschaft
über 30 Jahre hinweg..

Aus dem Text von Karen Marshall:
In the fall of 1985, I met Molly Brover, a bright, exuberant 16 year-
old high school junior, and asked if I could photograph her and her
friends. Enthusiastic to show me her Upper West Side girl world,
Molly agreed, and I was soon privy to her ever rotating group of
girlfriends, spending time with the teenagers on a regular basis
and documenting the everyday rituals of their friendship.
Molly was a vibrant and impulsive girl. She had a larger-than-life
personality with wisdom beyond her years. Behind the façade of
social advisor and fun loving friend was a deeply sensitive thinker
who had yet to find her grounding in the world. Her dark theatrical
style along with her poetic and scattered energy drew my lens
easily to her. She was a natural and compelling cinematic teenager,
and the circle of girls I met through her equally captivated me.
Ten months later, Molly was hit by a car and killed while on vaca-
tion in Cape Cod. I was devastated. But I resolved to keep the proj-
ect going. I knew that Molly would remain 17, while the rest of
them would become women, and that break in continuity among

the girls inspired me to continue to document them in various
ways over the years to come.

Karen Marshall dokumentiert soziale Themen und erhielt Aus-
zeichnungen und Förderung von privaten Stiftungen. Ihre Fo-
tografien wurden international ausgestellt und sind in zahlrei-
chen Sammlungen vertreten, wie etwa der Feminist Artbase am
Brooklyn Museum.
Marshalls Bilder erschienen in vielen internationalen  Publika-
tionen, darunter The New York Times Magazine, the London Sun-
day Times, The Atlantic, New York Magazine, NPR Picture Show,
GUP Magazine und PDN.  
Sie hat den Lehrstuhl für Dokumentarfotografie und Visuellen
Journalismus am International Center of Photography, New York,
inne.

Bewegende, drei Jahrzehnte währende Dokumentation einer Gruppe von Mädchen in New York City
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