
Michael Landy (b. 1963) belongs to the group of »Young British
Artists,« who, beginning in 1988, caused an international sen-
sation. He created installations, in which real life and fiction
entered into an unsettling liaison. Landy’s art is characterized
by an intensive analysis of society, of its attitude towards con-
sumption, towards the world of commodities, the transience
of things, and the way society deals with ownership and let-
ting go of this. With his works, he raises essential (unspoken)
questions: How does the ownership of material objects affect
us? What do we need to live? But also: How creative is des-
truction? Time and again, the artist succeeds in coming up
with plausible and surprising artistic formulations of these
themes.

With Break Down (2001), he became well known among a wi-
der public: In a retail shop in London, he inventoried all objects
he possessed at the time, only to destroy these within the fra-
meworks of a regulated process. Landy concentrates on the
function of art and artworks within society.

The Museum Tinguely is presenting the artist’s first retro-
spective exhibition. The accompanying catalog brings toget-
her works from 1990 to today and thus sheds light on his ent-
ire oeuvre to date.
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Ccomprehensive overview of Michael Landy’s complete works



01 Michael Landy, Dragonfly, 2004 
© Michael Landy. Image courtesy Thomas Dane Gallery, London

02 Michael Landy, H.2.N.Y. Homage To NY, 2007
© Michael Landy. Image courtesy Thomas Dane Gallery, London

03 Michael Landy, H.2.N.Y Machine Created to Destroy Tinguely Museum, 2009
© Michael Landy. Image courtesy Thomas Dane Gallery, London

04 Michael Landy, H.2.N.Y. Failure Of The Machine, 2007
© Michael Landy. Image courtesy Thomas Dane Gallery, London

05 Michael Landy, Multi-Saint, 2013
© Michael Landy. Image courtesy Thomas Dane Gallery, London

06 Michael Landy, Self Contained (Arm), 2003
© Michael Landy. Image courtesy Thomas Dane Gallery, London
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07 Michael Landy, Saint Jerome beats his Breast, 2012
© Michael Landy. Image courtesy Thomas Dane Gallery, London

09 Michael Landy, Scrapheap Services, 1995
© Michael Landy. Image courtesy Thomas Dane Gallery, London

10 Michael Landy, Self Portrait #1, 2008
© Michael Landy. Image courtesy Thomas Dane Gallery, London

08 Michael Landy, Saint Francis Lucky Dip, 2013
© Michael Landy. Image courtesy Thomas Dane Gallery, London

11 Michael Landy, Self Portrait As Rubbish Bin, 2012
© Michael Landy. Image courtesy Thomas Dane Gallery, London

12 Michael Landy, Semi-Detached - John & Ethel Landy, 2004
© Michael Landy. Image courtesy Thomas Dane Gallery, London


