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This book accompanies a comprehensive retrospective based on
around 200 photographs by Nicholas Nixon, who has produced
one of the most powerful and personal photographic oeuvres of
the past few decades. 
Nixon expresses himself in a poetic voice that is unmistakeable
and profoundly original, unaffected by the pressure of contem-
porary artistic movements and closely connected to reality and
life. He returns to the idea of art as an account that can be un-
derstood, shared and remembered, establishing a reflexive dia-
logue and creating a body of work that can trouble us, arouse
desires, encourage thought, and transform us. Nixon’s photo-
graphs can thus be associated with the tradition of documentary
photography with a social focus. At the same time, Nixon’s work
offers a remarkable demonstration of how the traditional tools
of photography – a large-format camera, black and white film
and contact sheets – can be used to venture into previously un-
explored artistic territories. 
The book offers a chronological survey based on the artist’s most
important series, concluding with the well-known group of the
Brown Sisters that he has created over the past 40 years.

Nicholas Nixon, born in 1947, is known for the ease and intimacy
of his black and white large format photography. Nixon has pho-
tographed porch life in the rural south, schools in and around
Boston, cityscapes, sick and dying people, the intimacy of couples,
and the ongoing annual portrait of his wife, Bebe, and her three

sisters (which he began in 1975). Recording his subjects close and
with meticulous detail facilitates the connection between the
viewer and the subject. Nixon has been awarded three National
Endowment for the Arts Fellowships and two Guggenheim Fel-
lowships. In 2014, Nixon’s annual portrait series, The Brown Sis-
ters, reached its 40th anniversary and was exhibited at the Mu-
seum of Modern Art.  In 2010, the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
exhibited Nicholas Nixon: Family Album, through May 2011. In
2006, Nixon’s ongoing portrait of the Brown sisters was exhib-
ited at the Museum of Modern Art, New York and the Modern
Art Museum of Fort Worth, Texas. In 2005 Nixon had a solo ex-
hibition at the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. and
the Cincinnati Art Museum. 

Exhibitions
Fundación MAPFRE, Madrid
12.09.2017 – 07.01.2018

Centro Andaluz de la Fotografía, Almería
February– April 2018

C/O Berlin, Berlin
September – December 2018

Fondation A Stichting, Brussels
January – April 2019

Comprehensive retrospective of Nicholas Nixon’s oeuvre

Please note:
These photographs have been copyright cleared for worldwide
print and electronic reproduction in the context
of reviews of the books only. No more than THREE photographs
plus the cover image from the selection can be used in total –
they are not to be used on the cover or cropped.

For further details, press images, permissions and review 
copies, please contact the publisher’s press office:
Katharina Windfuhr, katharina.windfuhr@kehrerverlag.com
Kathrin Szymikowski, kathrin.szymikowski@kehrerverlag.com
Kehrer Verlag, Wieblinger Weg 21, 69123 Heidelberg, Germany
Fon ++49 (0)6221/649 20-25 | Fax ++49 (0)6221/64920-20
www.kehrerverlag.com | www.artbooksheidelberg.com



1_View of Battery Plaza, New York City, 1975
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

2_View of Washington Street, Boston, 2008
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

3_Plant City, Florida, 1982
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

4_Hyde Park Avenue, Boston, 1982
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

5_F.K., Boston, 1984
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

6_Dr. Robert Sappenfield with his son Bob, Dorchester, 1988
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco
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7_J.A., E.A., Dorchester, Massachusetts, 2001
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

9_I.T., Saugus, Massachusetts 2012
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

10_Our Bedroom Curtain, Brookline, 2017
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

8_John Royston, Easton, Massachusetts, 2006
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

11_Clementine and Bebe, Cambridge, 1986
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

12_Sam, Cambridge, 1991
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco



13_Bebe, Lexington, 1997
Colecciones Fundación MAPFRE FM002501
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

15_Self, Brookline, 2008
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

16_Bebe and I, Savignac de Miremont, France, 2011
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

14_Bebe and I, Savignac de Miremont, France, 2011
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

17_The Brown Sisters, 1975
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco

12_The Brown Sisters, 1995
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco



19_The Brown Sisters, 2016
©Nicholas Nixon. Courtesy Fraenkel Gallery, San Francisco


