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Poor people die earlier. The mortality rate of people affected by
poverty in our society has increased significantly. 31 percent of
men affected by poverty do not reach the age of 65. 
Poverty thus means not »only« less social participation oppor-
tunities, but also having to die younger in one of the wealthiest
countries on the planet. Illness leads to poverty, and poverty
leads to illness. 
Prof. Dr. Gerhard Trabert strives to break this vicious cycle and
has thus been treating poor and homeless people in Mainz and
the surrounding region for 20 years. He greets his patients with
great respect – patients who, even when they are insured, often
do not visit a doctor out of fear of stigmatization. Trabert esti-
mates that, of the approximately 18,000 people in Germany who
live on the street, 90 percent require long-term medical attention. 
Andreas Reeg accompanied the physician and his homeless pa-
tients for three years. The result is the photo project that calls on
the viewer to not look away and scrutinizes the notion of equity
with images full of respect. 

Andreas Reeg is a Frankfurt-based photographer specializing in
portraits and stories, both for editorial and corporate clients. His
work has appeared in numerous international publications in-
cluding Geo, Stern, Der Spiegel, Die Zeit, Financial Times, The
Guardian, and The Wall Street Journal, as well as in annual re-
ports and corporate magazines.
In his personal works, he deals with socially relevant issues. His
first photobook, Menschen mit Down-Syndrom (Kehrer 2003),
was awarded the German Photo Book Prize.
Between 2012 and 2014, Andreas Reeg had two Visiting Profes-
sorships at University of Applied Sciences Mainz. Currently, he is
advising some of his former students on their Bachelor studies
on a volunteer basis.

»There is no photo where you feel the photographer in the room.
With his unobtrusive approach, Reeg always manages to win
the trust of people and make them forget the camera is there.
This opens to him and to us an intimate view on sensitive topics
– both genuine and true to life. -« GEO Magazine

Book Launch
At the anniversary ceremony „20 Jahre Armut und Gesundheit
in Deutschland e. V.“ July 8, 2017 at Gutenbergplatz in Mainz.  

Touching photo series about a doctor, who provides medical care for poor and homeless people

Please note:
These photographs have been copyright cleared for worldwide
print and electronic reproduction in the context
of reviews of the books only. No more than THREE photographs
plus the cover image from the selection can be used in total –
they are not to be used on the cover or cropped.
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1_Platte mit Weihnachtsbeleuchtung im Wäldchen Wallstraße
© Andreas Reeg

2_Prof. Trabert im Gespräch mit Anneliese Schneider
© Andreas Reeg

3_Anneliese Schneider in der Arztmobilsprechstunde
© Andreas Reeg

4_Prof. Trabert behandelt Herrn Dusas Haut
© Andreas Reeg

5_Wolfgang Fahr, 84, lebte die Hälfte seines Lebens auf der Straße
© Andreas Reeg

6_Prof. Trabert bespricht mit einem Patienten die Verlegung in ein Hospiz
© Andreas Reeg
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7_Herr Dusa drückt beim Abschied Prof. Traberts Hand an seine Stirn
© Andreas Reeg

9_Arztmobilsprechstunde in Bingen
© Andreas Reeg

10_Platte unter einer Brücke am Hauptbahnhof
© Andreas Reeg

8_Prof. Trabert besucht Herrn Dusa auf seiner Platte
© Andreas Reeg

11_Arztmobilsprechstunde bei den Wintercontainern. Prof. Trabert „Das Arzt-
mobil ist da, braucht jemand etwas?“ © Andreas Reeg

12_Platte im Wäldchen Wallstraße. Micha, Ma-Ah-Tee, Prof. Trabert und Hund
Rascal © Andreas Reeg


