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Through the lens of a toy camera: discover Brooklyn’s changing streets and the people who define them.

Wonderland. Brooklyn 2007-2023 offers an intimate portrait of
the borough at a pivotal moment, when new and old began to
collide and coexist. Through native Brooklynite Valery Rizzo’s
lens and the vibrant, distinctive aesthetics of toy cameras and
medium-format film, the series preserves the area’s bold and
rebellious spirit as it undergoes change.

Founded in 1634 by Dutch settlers and named after the town of
Breukelen near Utrecht, Brooklyn began as a small settlement
across the East River from New Amsterdam. It grew into the lar-
gest town in Kings County and eventually became an indepen-
dent city: standing on its own until its incorporation into New
York City in 1898. Since the 1990s, the borough has experienced
rapid gentrification, reshaping its character and demographics.
Between 2007 and 2023, Valery Rizzo documented its residents,
encapsulating the neighborhood’s vibrant spirit and ever-
changing identity as it shifted in shape, color, and energy.
Capturing moments of everyday life through a viewfinder few
would take seriously, Rizzo uses an unconventional lens to get
close to her subjects, offering an almost voyeuristic perspective.
The images feel intimate and familiar, like snapshots taken by a
family member, revealing private gestures and fleeting moments
with warmth and immediacy.

From the essay Portent of a Moment by Colin Spoelman:

There are thematic recurrences: of bodies and flesh exposed in the
midst of self-expression; of a green carpet of nature encroaching
on lifeless, graffitied surfaces; of looking in on a timeless ritual,
peeking in from a pinhole view as an undetected spy, the vignet-
ting of the image reinforcing the mystery and portent of a mo-
ment.

Please note:

These photographs have been cleared for worldwide print and
electronic reproduction exclusively in the context of reviews of
the book. Print media: A maximum of 3 images plus the cover
may be used in total. Images may not be cropped or used on the
cover. Online media: Up to 12 images may be used in a gallery.

From the foreword by Claudio Edinger:

The resulting collection of images is an instant classic. A micro-
cosmic Brooklyn that mirrors amazing, unique aspects of Ameri-
can life, present in different measure in most major urban centers
in the United States.

Inspired by photography greats such as Bruce Davidson, Mary
Ellen Mark, Sally Mann, and Sebastido Salgado, Rizzo embraces
their commitment to long-term projects and deep, sustained
engagement with a subject. Over sixteen years, she devoted her-
selfto documenting her hometown and its vibrant, ever-evolving
community.

Valery Rizzo is a Brooklyn-based commercial and editorial pho-
tographer. Her work has been exhibited extensively across the
globe and are part of the Brooklyn Navy Yard Archives and the
Permanent Collection of the Museum of the City of New York.
Wonderland. Brooklyn 2007-2023 marks Rizzo’s second photo-
book.

Claudio Edinger is an award-winning photographer and the aut-
hor of twenty-two books, including The History of Fine Arts Pho-
tography. Among his many recognitions, he has received the Lei-
ca Medal of Excellence for his books Chelsea Hotel (1983) and
Venice Beach (198s).

Colin Spoelman is co-founder and distiller at Kings County Dis-
tillery, New York City’s premier craft whiskey distillery. A Yale Uni-
versity graduate, he is the author of The Guide to Urban Moon-
shining and Dead Distillers, and is currently working on a guide
to U.S. distilleries.
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o1_Pin-Up Girls, Coney Island, Brooklyn, 2007 © Valery Rizzo 02_Knickerbocker Ave, Bushwick, Brooklyn, 2017 © Valery Rizzo

04_Avenue U Saltwater Marsh, Marine Park, Brooklyn, 2008 © Valery Rizzo

o5_PiRata Line, Prospect Park, Brooklyn, 2009 © Valery Rizzo 06_0Oil, J'ouvert, Prospect Lefferts Gardens, Brooklyn, 2015 © Valery Rizzo
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07_Blue Lady, Mermaid Parade, Coney Island, Brooklyn, 2007 © Valery Rizzo 08_Under the J, Bushwick, Brooklyn, 2013 © Valery Rizzo

10_Sunbathing, Red Hook, Brooklyn, 2010 © Valery Rizzo

11_Divya, Molicia, and Aliya, Fort Greene, Brooklyn, 2017 © Valery Rizzo 12_Battle of Brooklyn, Sunset Park, Brooklyn, 2016 © Valery Rizzo
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